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Argument:

We read in the following hadeeth in Saheeh Bukhari, VVol. 8, Book 74, Hadith 261:

Narrated Anas:
Whenever Allah's Messenger greeted somebody, he used to greet him three times, and if he
spoke a sentence, he used to repeat it thrice.

This is so silly. So when your Prophet used to say hi to someone, he would say "Hello, Hello,
Hello"? This is absurd.

Response:

What is absurd is the ill-intentioned and shallow understanding of the person raising this "silly"
argument.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) did not just go around repeating his greeting and statements
three times like a robot during every occasion.! Rather, the Prophet (peace be upon him) would
occasionally do it to make sure that people heard and understood him properly. This could either
be due to a large group of people being present, noise in the room preventing others from hearing
properly at first, or whether the Prophet (peace be upon him) wanted to emphasize a particular
point very strongly and needed to ensure his message was going across crystal clear.? There is
support for this in the hadeeth found in Saheeh Bukhari, VVol. 1, Book 3, Hadith 95, which states:

Y Ibnul Qayyim said in his book Zaad al-Ma'aad:
Oal) amy A L e | el 4t QS 23 1S5 (5 SIS d ) G ale agon Jals (g
2 Al-'Uthaymeen said in his commentary on Riyadh us-Saaliheen:

sl pand) i alalaall () oS0 g al 5l (S0 Aala DU ARSI Cuagh 138 5 1S5 D8 Caagd 13) Lol die G agdi ol 13) DG AL, 43S) B ol sl 13)
O3 ads ) e 06 ) 8 J sl 3 13) 45T LS 5 gy Y D a5 iy DS (S ) (18 (35 e el D 4051 La ol 4l g Al 5 S
35 Cuabus 13) 138 5 25 5 A 5 pe el dile abisal) pansy al g Caalis 13) GlIAS 4S5y agdy ol ol 4l al g <l ya OGS 13) L @IS 5 o juai) )

Qg_s.a\yam&;;emxdaRM\mig;fmid\ﬁ\sga\g;e)@\dsemu;i\_};,”‘mwsau;emmﬁ‘j&uswﬁy\Udﬂh
-G8 sall U5 e 3Ll 8 1) p3lall e Jsds o Y (585 Y Ls e s Sl Alay) (& JAla J 8 ()l agai 15 48 5ld adty ol

Ibnul Jawzi said in his Kashf al-Mushkil:
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Narrated Anas:

Whenever the Prophet spoke a sentence (said a thing), he used to repeat it
thrice so that the people could understand it properly from him and whenever
he asked permission to enter, (he knocked the door) thrice with greeting.

There are scholars who opined that the three greetings were for the greeting of seeking
permission to enter, or the greeting of salutations once one has sat down, or the greeting of
farewell.®

Where is the "silliness” and "absurdity" in all this? It is nowhere to be found except in the
corrupt minds of the people raising this argument.
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